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MEETING MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 
MOHAVE VALLEY IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

 Held January 08, 2019  
4:00PM 

Mohave Valley Irrigation & Drainage District 
1460 E. Commercial Street, Mohave Valley, AZ  86440 

 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of the Mohave 
Valley Irrigation and Drainage District and to the general public that the Mohave Valley 
Irrigation and Drainage District will hold a meeting open to the public on Tuesday, 
January 08, 2019 at 1460 E. Commercial Street, Mohave Valley, AZ 86440.  Pursuant 
to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3), the Mohave Valley Irrigation & Drainage District may vote 
to go into executive session, which will not be open to the public,  to obtain legal advice 
from the District’s legal counsel on any matter listed on the agenda.  [The discussions and 
minutes of the executive session shall be kept confidential.  The executive session of the Board is not 
open to the public.]       
 

CALL TO ORDER.  Chairman, Charles B. Sherrill, Jr., called the meeting to 
order at 4:02pm. 

 
1. ROLL CALL.  

Present: Charles B. Sherrill, Jr., Chairman/Director Division III 
  Vince Vasquez, Director Division II 
  Clay Vanderslice, Director at Large 
  John Kai, Jr., Director Division I 
  Perry Muscelli, Treasurer/Director at Large 
  Kerri Hatz, General Manager 
  Michael J. Pearce, District Counsel 
 
Absent: None 

 
2.  OPEN SESSION. 
 
If the public wishes to address the Board regarding Regular Agenda Items, they may fill out the Request to Speak 
Form located in the back of the room.  The form should then be given to the Administrative Assistant of the 
Board prior to the meeting.  The time limit rule of 3 minutes maximum will be enforced. 

                                                                                                   
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  Perry Muscelli led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
4. OATH OF OFFICE.  Treasurer, Perry Muscelli, to swear in the newly elected 

members of the Board Pursuant to the November 13, 2018 election. Perry 
Muscelli swore in both Clay Vanderslice and John Kai, Jr.  Both directors took 
the oath of office. 
   

5. WAIVER MOTION.  Motion to waive the reading of full minutes and 
resolutions presented for approval or adoption. Perry Muscelli made a motion 
to waive the reading of full minutes, John Kai seconded the motion.  All in 
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favor, motion passed. Kai – Y; Muscelli – Y; Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; 
Sherrill – Y.                                                                                  

 
6. AGENDA MODIFICATION.  Possible action to withdraw from, or move, any 
     item on the Agenda, including the removal of an item form the Consent        

Agenda.  No action taken, item 9 B was removed from the agenda prior to 
posting. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA.  The items listed below will be considered as a group 

and acted upon by one motion with no separate discussion of said items, 
unless a Board Member requests an item or items be removed for separate 
discussion and action.  .  Perry Muscelli made a motion to move item b for the 
expenses off of the consent agenda for a separate discussion, John Kai 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion passed.  Kai – Y; Muscelli – Y; 
Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; Sherrill – Y. 

a. Approve the December 10, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 
Moved for separate Discussion: 

b. Ratify payment of Expenses for December 2018.  Perry Muscelli made 
a motion that staff permanently remove the expenses from the consent 
agenda, he would like staff to review it each month with the board, and 
Vince Vasquez seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion passed.                                
Kai – Y; Muscelli – Y; Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; Sherrill – Y.   
 
Staff reported that we had an expense for installing an electric car 
charging station.  This has a lock box on it and it will be available to the 
public for use during the District business hours only.  The second item 
not normally on the monthly expenses was our quarterly dues for the 
LCRMSP that was $5800 and the payment to C.A.T.S for our yearly 
fee for Alarm service at the district.  Perry Muscelli made a motion to 
ratify the payment of Expenses for December 2018, John Kai 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion passed.  Kai – Y; Muscelli – 
Y; Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; Sherrill – Y. 

 
8. REPORTS. 

 
Water: 
a. Staff report on District water use.  Staff reported the 11 months ending 

water usage. 
b. Bureau of Reclamation Lower Colorado Water Supply Report.  Staff 

reported current levels of Lake Mead and Lake Powell. 
 

Financial:  Staff summarized the financial, statements to the board. 
c. Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual year to date December 31, 2018. 
d. Profit & Loss Statement for December 2018. 
e. Balance Sheet as of December 2018. 
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Other:    Staff updated the board on some of the daily operations of the 
district and the upcoming billings and reports being mailed out to water 
users. 
f. Annual billing for 2018 AG, PPR, and Utility water will be mailed by 

January 31, 2019; Amenity and Industrial water billing for 2019 will be 
mailed as well.  These payments will be due on or before March 31, 
2019. 

g. Crop Reporting forms are being mailed out on January 14th and will be 
due by February 15, 2019.  

 
9. REGULAR AGENDA 

 
A. Sun Valley, Unit II, Tract 4185E; T18N, R22W, Sec. 01; 23 Lots; 

Extension Request for Preliminary Water Allocation.  Discussion and 
possible action to approve the extension request for preliminary water for 
23 lots.  This current preliminary allocation expires on January 19, 2019.  
If the extension is approved, the new extension will expire 24 months from 
January 19th.    Staff explained this is a subdivision requesting an 
extension of their preliminary water and has had difficulty moving forward 
on the project.  Staff believes at one point there has even been a law suit 
involved in this project.  The owner sent in this letter in your packet and it 
states there has been forward progress but not much more documentation 
included as to the forward progress.  We do have a plat that they plan on 
turning in but that has not been approved at this point.  The extension 
request fee has been paid.  Chip stated in the past when the economy 
was bad we would give 2 year extensions and maybe now that is 
something we should rethink.  We have several subdivisions that are not 
in compliance and have not made forward progress, they just keep paying 
the extension fee and that is it.  They can’t just keep sitting on the water 
and not making forward progress.    Perry asked if the applicant was here.  
Staff stated no they live in Southern California.  Vince stated he is inclined 
to give individuals fairly long leashes on this topic, but now maybe is the 
time to shorten that leash.  I’m inclined to give somebody who has 
invested this much time and monies on it a way to get it figured out but it is 
justified to put a shorter leash on it and hopefully that promotes forward 
progress.  John Kai asked what the shorter leash time would be.  Vince 
stated right now we are giving people 2 year extensions and it is not 
unreasonable to cut that in half.  Perry asked Chip what the time frame 
was before.  Chip stated at one time it was only 6 month extensions, but 
because of the economy in 2008 and beyond, we changed it to a 2 year 
extension.  Chip agreed with Vince’s idea of shortening up the extension 
and not take the water back right away but say you have 1 year, not 2 
years to show that you are making forward moving progress.  Discussion 
continued regarding shortening the preliminary water allocation time, 
requirements of an adequate water supply and the processes in the past 
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with subdivisions.  Another concern is all this allocated but unused water 
out there and adequate water supplies and then the subdivision not being 
built and that has become a problem, because once the final plat has 
been approved and recorded then that is final and you can’t take the water 
back from that subdivision.  The larger concern is that forward progress on 
some subdivisions is not happening and the preliminary water is allocated 
to them and they are just holding water with no forward progress.  The 
developers are just filing extensions with no real signs of progress.  Staff 
and Mr. Pearce are going to check the processes with the county and 
ADWR to have a clear idea of the current requirements for the 
development of these subdivisions.  Vince made a motion to extend this 
preliminary allocation another year with clear guidelines, Perry suggested 
that maybe we should table this and bring it back to the next meeting.  
Conversations continued between the board and Mr. Hendrix from the 
county about some of the county processes.  Vince is withdrawing his 
motion for the 1 year extension and instead is extending the preliminary 
water allocation for 30 days for this to be brought back to the board on the 
next board meeting on February 05, 2019 and request that the applicant 
provide more information and be available at the meeting to discuss this in 
February.  Perry Muscelli seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion 
passed.  Kai – Y; Muscelli – Y; Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; Sherrill – Y. 
 

B. Westview Estates, Tract 4215; T19N, R22W, Sec. 14; 135 Lots; 
Extension Request for Preliminary Water Allocation.  Discussion and 
possible action to approve the extension request for preliminary water for 
135 lots.  This current preliminary allocation expires on January 22, 2019.  
If the extension is approved, the new extension will expire 24 months from 
January 22nd. (Per request from Jamie Kelley, this item to be postponed to 
February 05, 2019 board meeting.  Conflict with MVIDD meeting schedule 
and cannot be present this meeting.)  Since this item was removed from 
the agenda prior to the meeting the board could not take action to extend 
the expiration of the allocation for 30 days.  Staff will bring back in 
February to possibly ratify the 30 day extension and then have a separate 
item to review this extension request. 

 
C. John Kai Farms Update on Section 27; Contract 2008-06C(A).  

Discussion only to hear an update on the fields’ preparation and planting 
and farm plan.  (Follow up from August 07, September 04, October 02, & November 
06, 2018 board meeting)  John Kai excused himself from the board to update 
the other board members on the farm status.  John stated that section 27 
has been planted and watered and the area at the road is not planted 
because that water was transferred to section 23.  Chip asked for the farm 
plan and it had not been provided to the District.  This request was made 
at the November 2018 meeting.  There was an extensive discussion back 
and forth between all of the board members and John Kai and his farmer 
Richard Dorame.  The board gave specific directions of exactly what they 
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want on the map and what they want on the farm plan that has to be 
turned into the District for the next meeting.  This item will be up for 
possible action next month.  The board continued to review a map and 
FSA map that staff provided to John Kai.  Chip’s concern is the proper 
beneficial use of all of the water in this district and how important it is to 
make sure we are using the water for its intended use.  We have to be 
efficient and accurate with our water reporting to the BOR and 
conservation within our district.  Perry directed staff to send a certified 
letter to Mr. Kai with exactly what the board wants on this map and farm 
plan and put this item on the agenda for the next board meeting. 

 
D. John Kai Farm Update on Section 23; Contract 2017-01A.  Discussion 

only to hear an update on the fields’ preparation and planting and farm 
plan. (Follow up from September 04, October 02,  & November 06, 2018 board meeting) 
Again, the board made it quite clear of what needs to be provided by the 
next board meeting and again this item will be brought to the next board 
meeting for discussion and possible action.  The board reviewed the map 
that staff provided and the board discussed the progress and 
infrastructure that is in place and directed staff to send a certified letter to 
Mr. Kai that a farm map and plan have to be provided.  The board asked 
John if he as clear on what was required and he said he was. 

 
E. Herb Kai Farm Update on Section 13; Contract 2008-08.  Discussion 

only to hear an update on the well rehab and field preparation and farm 
plan.  (Follow up from June 05, September 04, October 02, & November 06, 2018 board 
meeting)  Chip asked if a farm plan or map was provided, staff said no, but 
staff did print a map and go over it with Richard Dorame.  Staff also did an 
inspection of the well site and the pump and the fields.  Staff took pictures 
and they are in the board packet.  Water is running in all four fields, 
however, due to the winds, Richard was not planting until the following 
day.  Richard Dorame said that they did plant alfalfa the next day.  The 
board continued to discuss the same concerns with the needs to have a 
farm plan and map by the next board meeting.  Staff will be scheduling a 
meeting with Richard Dorame in the next couple of weeks to help him if 
needed. 
 

F. Herb Kai Farm Update on Section 09; Contract 2008-07.  Discussion 
only to hear an update on the fields’ preparation and planting and farm 
plan.  Staff advised this is the first time this was on the agenda we are 
only doing an update.  Richard Dorame said that they will be finished 
disking this farm tomorrow and then will be planted with alfalfa and all 
ditches are good.  Chip stated that we need a farm plan and map on this 
one as well. Staff was directed to send Mr. Herb Kai a certified letter 
requesting a farm plan and farm map as well. 

 
G. ICS/DCP Participation Update.  Discussion and possible action on 
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the continuing development of the Drought Contingency Planning 
process and action steps required for MVIDD participation in the 
ICS/DCP Program.  Mr. Pearce stated that they attended a meeting 
yesterday, and it was productive.  They spoke to various people and 
got some information.  They spoke with Paul Matuska toward the end 
of the meeting.  Perry Muscelli and Mr. Pearce spoke to Chuck Column 
about the Section 9 of the proposed framework agreement that assigns 
ICS allocation capacity to on river contractors like MVIDD and CAWCD 
to share under some plan to be proposed but there was no specific 
guidelines for that.  The framework agreement speaks to the issue of 
the allowable ICS per year and how we are going to share that.  It’s 
more significant of what it does not say, it doesn’t speak at all to any of 
the issues of cooperation between ICS contractors toward DCP/ICS or 
system conservation or any kind of a program to allocate funds to 
produce any of the above DCP, ICS or system conservation.  There is 
a lot missing in the program and there is a steering committee today in 
Phoenix and it’s to be a last call between CAWCD and the state on 
many issues.  The two key issues are the ability Gila River Indian 
Communities ability to participate in ICS, even though they are a 
contractor of CAP and not a section 5 contractor on mainstream water, 
and the question of who is authorized under state and federal law to 
sign the forbearance agreement.  Vince spoke up and said that was 
resolved but did not know how it was resolved.  Mr. Pearce stated that 
MVIDD sent a proposal to Tom Buschatzke and Ted Cooke in early 
October, they suggested we put more detail in it, and we did that in 
October.  Then the call came that people who were interested ICS 
needed to prepare an exhibit for the new replacement forbearance 
agreement that was part of the DCP process.  We had a group 
meeting telephonically with the Bureau, and a one on one meeting with 
the Bureau.   
We gave them our proposal, they commented on it, and we took those 
comments into consideration.  We rewrote an ICS Proposal that was 
then submitted to ADWR as requested on December 28th.  That 
submittal was bundled with the draft intra-state agreement and made 
public the following week.  We were given the opportunity to read the 
proposals that were submitted by others including Wellton Mohawk 
which is relevant, then this public meeting we were at yesterday 
occurred.  So to sum up where we are today, there is some room for 
improvement in our exhibit, but it’s not clear on the process to revise 
and resubmit it.  We are here today to discuss that exhibit and decide 
whether to resubmit it.   The board and Mr. Pearce discussed some of 
the changes that should be made including the crop rotation and the 
methodology on working it into a fallowing program.  They spoke about 
the dust control within the program and how to manage it, as this is a 
major concern with everyone in this valley.  Lois Wakamoto also 
wanted to make sure the board would open this up to the public for 
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review as well, the board confirmed that we have and we will continue 
to educate and inform the public.  They continued talking about weed 
abatement possibilities and how to possible manage it within a 
fallowing program.  Nobody is compelled to participate.  This will be a 
voluntary program and it will be managed by the District.  Mr. Pearce 
brought up another issue of the possible failure of DCP.  Because of 
shortage conditions of the lakes, the Secretary will be compelled to 
impose shortage conditions on Priority 4 water.  It’s not beyond the 
realm of possibility that this district could see a curtailment in its 
available water, somewhere in the 25 – 50% range, and there is 
reason to believe, but not certain, that most not if all of it would fall on 
irrigated agricultural.  The point is that in the next 3-5 years we could 
see a situation that this district is cutback 50% of its AG supply, no 
questions asked, no mitigation required, it is just done.  These 
programs are being developed to stave that off and to make water 
available to keep in the lake or elsewhere in Arizona these programs 
have to be reasonable enough economically to entice the voluntary 
participation we need.  If the program itself is so onerous that nobody 
signs up for it, no water is conserved and the lake continues to drop, 
that is not only true here in this valley but across the state.   What I 
heard yesterday was not encouraging that there would be a fountain of 
money flowing toward anybody to do this.  In fact, a suggestions was 
made that the District create ICS just to demonstrate the ability to do 
so--without compensation, just for the privilege of having intentionally 
create surplus stored in the reservoir.  That’s a topic for another day.  
Right now we have get one of these exhibits attached to a forbearance 
agreement and not miss the deadline to have this completed.  Vince is 
going to help Mr. Pearce with the changes.  Consumptive use is a big 
issue and estimates by the Bureau has been a standard measure for 
many years and our belief is the consumptive use is much higher here.    
The Bureau will have to agree to a different number than what they are 
using.  It was suggested we follow the Yuma-Mesa example which 
proved to be favorable to them and was higher than what the Bureau 
was using.    What the District does not use goes down the river for 
free.  Mr. Pearce stated we need to emphasize how the District would 
manage the program, but that we were pretty close with our exhibit.  
They do want a baseline on acre feet per year of our gross diversion 
amount, something that could be an objective standard upon which to 
base a reduction in diversion.  We can run five years of average and 
use that, or some other measure.  Vince stated the real number is 
ultimately the number of acres planted and what crops are planted and 
coming up with a range of consumptive use of those crops.  Vince and 
Mr. Pearce talked about diversion and consumptive use and Vince will 
help Mr. Pearce with the language on this.  The board talked about 
what the max ICS limit may be and what they think it should be.  They 
talked about approximately not exceeding 15,000.  The board wants 
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Vince to work with Mr. Pearce to get this exhibit finished and 
resubmitted. 
                                                                                          

10. CALL TO THE PUBLIC.  Those wishing to address the Board at the Call to the Public 
regarding matters not on the Board agenda must fill out and submit to the Administrative 
Assistant a Call to the Public – Request to Speak Form located in the back of the room prior 
to the meeting.  Action Taken as a result of public comments will be limited to responding to 
criticism, referral to staff, or placing a matter on a future Agenda.  Comments are restricted to 
items NOT on the Regular Agenda, and must relate to matters within the jurisdiction of the 
Board.  There were no members of the public signed up to speak. 
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT.  Vince Vasquez made a motion to adjourn, Perry Muscelli 
seconded the motion.  All in favor, motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 
6:13pm.  Kai – Y; Muscelli – Y; Vanderslice – Y, Vasquez – Y; Sherrill – Y. 

 
 

Agendas are available on our website www.mvidd.net, as well as posted outside the District office 
bulletin board outside the office door located at 1460 E. Commercial Street, Mohave Valley, AZ  
86440.  To subscribe to agenda notifications please visit our website. 
 
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Mohave Valley Irrigation & Drainage 
District endeavors to ensure the accessibility of all its programs, facilities, and services to all 
persons with disabilities.  For an accommodation please contact the District office at 928-768-
3325.  Requests should be made 48 hours prior to the meeting to arrange the accommodation. 

http://www.mvidd.net/

