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Mission Statements

The U.S. Department of the Interior protects and manages the
Nation’s natural resources and cultural heritage; provides scientific
and other information about those resources; and honors its trust
responsibilities or special commitments to American Indians, Alaska
Natives, Native Hawaiians, and affiliated Island Communities.

The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, and
protect water and related resources in an environmentally and
economically sound manner in the interest of the American public.
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LOWER COLORADO RIVER WATER ACCOUNTING REPORT
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Acronyms and Abbreviated Terms

AAC
AACLP
ADWR
AF
ALTSC
AOP
ASLD
AWBA
BLM
BOY
BWSCP
CAP
CAWCD
CCLP
CFR
CFS
CRBC
CRCN
CRIT
CRWDA
Cu
CVIDD
CvwD
cy
DCP
DPOC
ET
EOY
FMYN
FYIR
GGMC
GRIC
ICUA
[.D.D.
IBWC

ICS

1D
IOPP
ISG

LB DCP

All-American Canal

All-American Canal Lining Project
Arizona Department of Water Resources
acre-feet

Accumulated Long-Term Storage Credit
Annual Operating Plan

Arizona State Land Department

Arizona Water Banking Authority
Bureau of Land Management
beginning-of-year

Binational Water Scarcity Contingency Plan
Central Arizona Project

Central Arizona Water Conservation District
Coachella Canal Lining Project

Code of Federal Regulations

cubic feet per second

Colorado River Board of California
Colorado River Commission of Nevada
Colorado River Indian Tribes

Colorado River Water Delivery Agreement
consumptive use

Cibola Valley I.D.D.

Coachella Valley Water District

calendar year

Drought Contingency Plan

Drainage Pump Outlet Channel
evapotranspiration

end-of-year

Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation

Fort Yuma Indian Reservation

Gila Gravity Main Canal

Gila River Indian Community

Intentionally Created Unused Apportionment

Irrigation and Drainage District
International Boundary and Water
Commission

Intentionally Created Surplus

Imperial Irrigation District

Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy
Colorado River Interim Surplus Guidelines
Lower Basin Drought Contingency Plan

LBOps
LCR
LCWSP
LHFO
LLC
LTSC
MCWA
MSCP
MWD

MOD
MODE
MVIDD
Ma&l
NWR
NIB
PSCP
PPR
PVER
PVID
QSA
ROD
SCAT
SCIA

SEIS

SIB
SIRA
SDCWA
SLRSP
SNWA
™
USGS
YAO
YDP
YFO
YID
YMIDD
YPRD

Lower Basin Drought Contingency Operations
Lower Colorado River

Lower Colorado Water Supply Project
Lake Havasu Field Office (BLM)

Limited Liability Company

Long-Term Storage Credit

Mohave County Water Authority
Multi-Species Conservation Program

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California

Main Outlet Drain

Main Outlet Drain Extension

Mohave Valley 1.D.D.

Municipal and Industrial

National Wildlife Refuge

Northerly International Boundary

Pilot System Conservation Program
Present Perfected Right

Palo Verde Ecological Reserve

Palo Verde Irrigation District
Quantification Settlement Agreement
Record of Decision

San Carlos Apache Tribe

System Conservation Implementation
Agreement

Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement

Southerly International Boundary

Storage and Interstate Release Agreement
San Diego County Water Authority

San Luis Rey Settlement Parties

Southern Nevada Water Authority
thousand cubic meters

United States Geological Survey

Yuma Area Office (Reclamation)

Yuma Desalting Plant

Yuma Field Office (BLM)

Yuma Irrigation District

Yuma Mesa Irrigation and Drainage District
Yuma Project Reservation Division



Glossary

Accumulated Long-Term Storage Credits (ALTSC): The cumulative amount of Long-Term Storage Credits
in a storing entity’s long-term storage account.

Bypass Drain: The 53-mile-long, concrete-lined drain, which extends from the end of the Main Outlet Drain
Extension near Morelos Dam to the Ciénega de Santa Clara (Ciénega) in Mexico. The Bypass Drain,
constructed to assist the United States in meeting its obligations under Minute 242 of the International Boundary
and Water Commission, conveys pumped drainage from the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District
and the Yuma area to the Ciénega.

Colorado River Aquifer: The aquifer underlying the Colorado River mainstream consisting of permeable,
partly saturated sediments and sedimentary rocks that are hydraulically connected to the Colorado River so that
water can move between the Colorado River and the aquifer in response to withdrawal of water from the aquifer
or differences in water-level elevations between the Colorado River and the aquifer.

Colorado River Basin: All of the drainage area of the Colorado River System and all other territory within the
United States of America to which the waters of the Colorado River System shall be beneficially applied.

Colorado River System: That portion of the Colorado River and its tributaries within the United States.
Colorado River Water: Water in or withdrawn from the mainstream.

Consuming State: The Lower Division State in which Intentionally Created Unused Apportionment will be
used.

Consumptive Use: Diversions from the mainstream of the Colorado River less such Return Flow thereto as is
available for consumptive use in the United States or in satisfaction of the Mexican Treaty Obligation.
Consumptive use from the mainstream within a Lower Division state includes water drawn from the mainstream
by underground pumping.

Consolidated Decree: The Consolidated Decree of the United States Supreme Court in Arizona v. California et
al. 547 U.S. 150 (2000).

Domestic Use: The use of water for household, stock, municipal, mining, milling, industrial, and other like
purposes, but excluding the use of water for irrigation of crops or for the generation of electric power.

Drainage Pump Outlet Channel (DPOC): The DPOC drainage system consists of 24 wells which provide
groundwater drainage for the agricultural lands of the South Gila Valley. When this drainage water is returned to
the Colorado River by DPOC Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, it is part of the water delivered to Mexico above Morelos Dam
in accordance with the 1944 Water Treaty.

Entitlement: An authorization to beneficially use Colorado River water pursuant to: (1) a right decreed by the
Supreme Court, (2) a water delivery contract with the United States through the Secretary of the Interior, or (3) a
Secretarial Reservation.

Intentionally Created Unused Apportionment (ICUA): Unused apportionment developed consistent with
the laws of the Storing State which exists solely as a result of, and would not exist except for, implementing a
Storage and Interstate Release Agreement.

Inadvertent Overrun: Colorado River water diverted, pumped or received by an entitlement holder within the
Lower Division States that is in excess of the water user's entitlement or approved water order for that year.

Lee Ferry: The point in the mainstream of the Colorado River one mile below the mouth of the Paria River
that divides the Upper and Lower Basins.



Live Storage: That part of the total reservoir capacity from which water can be withdrawn by gravity. This
capacity is equal to the total capacity less the dead pool capacity and flood control space. Dead pool is the
storage volume in a reservoir that cannot be drained by gravity through a dam's outlet works, spillway, or power
plant intake structures and can only be pumped out.

Lower Basin: Those parts of the States of Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah within and
from which waters naturally drain into the Colorado River System below Lee Ferry, and also all parts of said
States located without the drainage area of the Colorado River System which are now or shall hereafter be
beneficially served by waters diverted from the System below Lee Ferry.

Lower Division States: The States of Arizona, California, and Nevada.

Long-Term Storage Credits (LTSC): Colorado River water that has been stored offstream pursuant to a
Storage and Interstate Release Agreement and credited to a storet’s long-term storage account for use in future
years.

Main Outlet Drain (MOD): A channel that conveys pumped groundwater drainage from the Wellton-
Mohawk Valley to the Gila River near the confluence with the Colorado River.

Main Outlet Drain Extension (MODE): A 12-mile-long channel extending from the Main Outlet Drain that
conveys drainage from the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage District and Yuma area to points above or
below Morelos Dam. Under certain conditions it includes discharge from the DPOCs and Yuma Mesa Conduit.

Mainstream: Mainstream means the main channel of the Colorado River downstream from Lee Ferry within
the United States, including the reservoirs behind dams on the main channel, and Senator Wash Reservoir off
the main channel.

Mexican Treaty Obligation: The United States’ obligation under the Treaty Between the United States of
America and Mexico, “Utilization of Waters of the Colorado and Tijuana Rivers and of the Rio Grande” (1944
Water Treaty), signed February 3, 1944, including supplements to and obligations associated with Minutes of the
International Boundary and Water Commission adopted pursuant to the 1944 Water Treaty.

Offstream Storage: Storage in a surface reservoir off of the mainstream or in a groundwater aquifer. Offstream
storage includes indirect recharge when Colorado River water is exchanged for groundwater that otherwise
would have been pumped and consumed.

Pilot System Conservation Program: A pilot program for funding the creation of Colorado River system
water through voluntary water conservation and reductions in use.

Protective and Regulatory Pumping Unit — 242 Well Field (Unit): A wellfield and delivery system located
within a 5-mile-wide strip of land north of the United States/Mexico boundary in southwestern Arizona. The
Unit currently consists of 24 wells which intercept part of the groundwater underflow moving southward into
Mexico from the Yuma Mesa in the United States. The groundwater recovered by wells 2-14 of the Unit is
collected in a conveyance system (the 242 Lateral) and is delivered to Mexico by the United States at the
Southerly International Boundary as a portion of the Mexican Treaty Obligation. Beginning in 2021, the
groundwater recovered by wells 15-22 of the Unit is collected in a conveyance system (the 242 Expansion
Pipeline) and discharged to the Colorado River via the Yuma Mesa Conduit.

Regulatory Structures: Hoover Dam, Davis Dam, Parker Dam, Headgate Rock Dam, Palo Verde Diversion
Dam, Imperial Dam, Laguna Dam, and all other dams and works on the mainstream controlled or operated by
the United States regulating the flow of water in the mainstream or the diversion of water from the mainstream.



Return Flow: Mainstream water that has been diverted and which flows back to the Colorado River or the
Colorado River Aquifer as measured or unmeasured flow and is available for use in the United States or in
satisfaction of the Mexican Treaty Obligation.

Storage and Interstate Release Agreement (SIRA)n agreement consistent with 43 CFR Part 414 between
the Secretary and authorized entities in two or more Lower Division States that addresses the details of:

(1) Offstream storage of Colorado River water by a storing entity for future use within the Storing State;

(2) Subsequent development of ICUA by the storing entity, consistent with the laws of the Storing State; (3) A
request by the storing entity to the Secretary to release ICUA to the consuming entity; (4) Release of ICUA by
the Secretary to the consuming entity; and (5) The inclusion of other entities that are determined by the Secretary
and the storing entity and the consuming entity to be appropriate to the performance and enforcement of the
agreement.

Storing State A Lower Division State in which water is stored off the mainstream in accordance with a Storage
and Interstate Release Agreement for future use in that State.

Unused Apportionment Colorado River water within a Lower Division State's basic or surplus
apportionment, or both, which is not otherwise put to beneficial consumptive use during that year within that
State.

Upper Basin Those patts of the States of Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming within and
from which waters naturally drain into the Colorado River System above Lee Ferry, and also all parts of said
States located without the drainage area of the Colorado River System which are now or shall hereafter be
beneficially served by waters diverted from the System above Lee Ferry.

Yuma Mesa Conduit A 14.6 mile-long pipeline which collects water from multiple wellfields that are part of
the overall groundwater recovery and river regulation program for the Yuma area. The groundwater recovered
from these wellfields is collected into the conduit and may be discharged either to the Yuma Desalting Plant, the
MODE, or the Colorado River via the Yuma Mesa Conduit Outlet, a discharge point approximately 6 miles
upstream of Morelos Dam. With the 242 Expansion Pipeline becoming operational in 2021, discharges to the
MODE are not anticipated to occur. Additionally, Yuma Mesa wells 6 through 13 now discharge to the
Southerly International Boundary via the Yuma Mesa Conduit Extension Pipeline and 242 Lateral.

DISCLAIMER:

Terms contained within this Glossary are defined to provide general information and are not intended to change,
modify, or interpret the laws, rules, decrees, agreements, and treaties from which they are originally derived.



